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CBTA Mission

Donors and members have made such a difference in just the first six months of

2021.Why six months? Calaveras Big Trees Association is transitioning from a

calendar tax year to a fiscal tax year (July-June). Our first "year" is the first six

months of 2021.  We wanted to share with you a report on what you have helped

us achieve in these six months.

Because of your generosity, you made it possible to assist in the resurgence of

in-person programs at the park such as: Jr. Rangers and Jr. Cubs, campfires,

guided walks, puppet shows, and astronomy programs. Also, Dana Sharp joined

the park interpretative staff for the summer as a Student Conservation

Association Intern. Two college students were awarded $2500 scholarships for

their educational goals in environmental sciences. Calaveras Big Trees

celebrated its 90th birthday with a wonderful daylong celebration that included

an educational scavenger hunt. Work continues on the Pioneer Cabin Tree

Project that will result in a beautiful display to remember our iconic tree. It is a

joy to see activities return to the park.

What to look for in 2021-2022.

The Park will welcome Lillie Oravetz, an Interpreter I, who will be heading up the

PORTS (Parks Online Resources for Teachers and Students) at Calaveras Big

Trees. Your donations are supporting a major part of this program.   This support

of PORTS will make it possible to continue the digital online program that was

so important during the pandemic. Lillie will also be assisting in all other aspects

of the interpretative programs at the park.  

Other activities to look forward to are: Seminars and webinars, Buses to Big

Trees, the return of the California Naturalist Program, The Dogwood Festival,

and Discovery Day.  The Warming Hut will be opening after Thanksgiving.

CBTA is proud to be able to report that in spite of the challenges presented by

the pandemic and because of your continued generosity and support, we have

been able to thrive as an organization. Thank You!

President's Thoughts

As the non-profit partner of Calaveras Big Trees State Park, our mission is to

create, fund  and deliver inspirational, educational and interpretive programs, as

well as inspire visitors to help preserve and protect the Giant Sequoias and all the

Park’s natural resources. 

President
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IMPACT OF DONORS AND MEMBERS

$2,500 scholarships were

awarded to Jamine Carlino who

attends Humboldt State and Nora

Bales who attends Cal Poly, San

Luis Obispo.  Both ladies are

outstanding examples of how we

are able to support future

stewards of the environment.

 Calaveras Big Trees Association funds the 

 salaries for seasonal interpretive park aides. 

Calaveras Big Trees State Park celebrated its 90th

Birthday on June 24, 2021.  Thanks to all who

joined in the celebration and scavenger hunt.

Your donations have contributed to the

Pioneer Cabin Tree Project that will see a

large cut from the iconic Pioneer Cabin

Tree on permanent display. Three

interpretive panels will share fascinating

information about this wonderful,

12,000+ year- old tunnel tree.

Visitors enjoyed campfires programs as well

as Jr. Rangers and Jr. Cubs, Astronomy and

more activites as normal activities resumed.

Calaveras Big Trees Association has committed to partially

funding the popular PORTS Program for two years

($40,000/year).

Student Conservation Association

Intern Dana Sharp was a welcomed

addition to the DPR Interpretative staff

for the summer.

Record numbers of visitors enjoyed the

many wonders of the park.

Jaime Carlino



BY THE NUMBERS

                                                                  2021         2020
                                                                               6 months    12 months

REVENUE  

Retail (net of cost of goods sold)       217,859   291,432 

Member contributions                           12,140     18,280 

Donations and Grants                            49,297   113,111 

Program fees                                                   65        (180)

Investment Income (net)                        26,389     38,095 

Total Revenue                                     305,750  460,738 

Statement of Activities  1/1/2021 to 6/30/2021

EXPENSES  

Program Services  

Retail Operations                                70,659    114,632 

Direct Support to the Park               103,725      85,620 

Visitor Services & Programs              20,850       25,023 

Total Program Services                 195,234   225,275 
  

Support Services  

Administrative                                        50,785    83,223 

Fundraising                                             17,879    51,475 
  

Total Expenses                                  263,898  359,973 
  

Change in Net Assets                         41,852 100,765 
  

NET ASSETS  

Beginning of Year                               780,962   680,197 

End of Year                                          822,814   780,962 

This financial report is unusual for two reasons.  First, 2020 was our first COVID year.  The Visitor Center store, the

main source of CBTA’s income, was closed for three months, greatly affecting our revenue.  Second, the report for

2021 covers only six months (January-June), since we are in the process of changing our fiscal year from a calendar

year to a July-June fiscal year.  Because of these factors, comparing the financial reports for the two “years” is not

very useful.  What we can say is that 2021 compares very favorably to 2020.

Looking at revenue, Member contributions and Donations and Grants in 2020 were about twice as much as 2021. 

 2020 included Covid relief grants in the amount of $62,000, while 2021 had $14,000 in grants.  2020 Contributions

were $64,000, and in 2021 were $43,000, so support from the community was proportionally much higher in 2021. 

In expenses, what stands out is the increase in CBTA’s direct support to the park.  In 2020, the park reduced its

request for support because of a reduction in staffing due to closures. In 2021, in addition to $35,000 for park aide

staffing, CBTA contributed $50,000 to the park to help pay for the Interpretive Master Plan as well as $15,000 for the

Pioneer Cabin Tree interpretive panels (in progress).  So far, fiscal year 21/22 is proving to be more of a “normal”

year, so we should be seeing more expenditures for visitor services and programs in our next annual report.  



2021-2022 Board of Directors

Staff

Vida Kenk, President

Patty Haskell, Vice-President

Marcie Powers, Vice-President

Nancy Gardner, Treasurer

Paul Prescott, Secretary

 

Advisory Council
Rich Engel

Gail Kautz

Merita Callaway

Bret Hewitt

Wendy Harrison

 

Sue Hoffmann, Administrative Officer cbta@bigtrees.org

Debbie McGee, Bookkeeper  accounting@bigtrees.org

Jacob Cole, Retail Manager  retail@bigtrees.org

Brooke Fuller, Customer Service Representative

Cheyenne Wilson, Customer Service Representative

How You Can Support Our Mission

Shop at the Visitor Center, because every dollar of profit is invested back into the park
Become a member when you visit or join online

Donate online 

Become a volunteer docent by calling (209) 795-7980
Contact Us to Learn More!

209-795-1196 cbta@bigtrees.org
P.O. Box 1196, Arnold CA 95223-1196

THANK YOU MEMBERS AND DONORS

The contributions from our dedicated members and donors exceeded our expectations

during the first six months of 2021. 

By the end of June 2021, our membership had increased from 339 to 559 for the same

period in 2020.  

The recorded donors numbered 277 contributing over $26,000.  The donations collected in

the Visitor Center from amazing visitors was over $18,000.  

Your continued support through donations and membership are what keeps the programs

and activities going in the park. 

Many thanks go to each and every one of you for making a difference!

 

Jim Allday, Director

Jim Bearden, Director

Michael Fox, Director

Peter Ralston, Director

Bob Boughton, Director

Toni Welch, Director
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