
Calaveras Big Trees Association 

2013 SEMINARS & WORKSHOPS 

April 27 
Our Past Through the Trees, an Introduction to Dendrochronology   

Join Biology Professor Nancy E. Muleady Mecham as she introduces you to trees, 

how they grow in nature, and what they can tell us about the past when tree rings are 

studied. Doc Nancy completed a Fellowship in Dendrochronology at the Laboratory 

of Tree-Ring Research in Tucson, Arizona and is an expert on Giant Sequoia Ecolo-

gy.  Nancy had a 27-year career as a United States National Park Service Ranger, is a 

Fulbright Scholar, and has extensive travel and teaching experience. 
 

May 4 

Large Carnivores of Big Trees State Park 

 Dr. Paul Ustach of San Joaquin Delta College will provide a look at large carni-
vores found in the park and the Central Sierra Nevada, focusing on coyotes, 
bobcat, mountain lion, and wolverine. Dr. Ustach will discuss their natural his-
tory, paying particular attention to their evolutionary adaptations for finding, 
catching, and killing prey. Dr. Ustach will also review the latest available re-
search on these animals.  
 

September 28 

Finding David Douglas  

Video presentation by Lois Leonard, historian/producer with the Oregon Cultural Heritage Com-
mission. This is the first film ever produced about David Douglas (1799-1834), the remarkable 
botanist from Scotland who explored western North America in the 1820s and 1830s.  The 
Douglas Fir and Douglas Squirrel commemorate his contributions. Filmed over the course of 
four years on the locations where David Douglas actually went, this video has been accepted for 
future broadcast on PBS.  

 

October 12 

75 years of change in Yosemite subalpine vegetation plots 

Dr. Jerry Smith from San Jose State University presents information gained from 
on-going ecological research in Yosemite.  You will see photographs of the same 
sites that have been repeatedly surveyed.  Such long-term research allows scien-
tists to document subtle changes in this fragile subalpine ecosystem. An earlier 
report on this research was presented by Dr. Smith at Yosemite National Park.  

All Seminars will be held in Jack Knight Hall at Calaveras Big Trees State Park  
from 10:00 am-12 noon  There is a day-use fee to enter the Park. 

The seminars are free and open to the public.  Pack a lunch, bring the family and plan on spend-
ing the day among the Giant Sequoias.  For more information call  

Calaveras Big Trees Association at (209)795-3840 or visit our website at www.bigtrees.org  

NATURAL HISTORY DISCOVERY WORKSHOP 
July 12, 13 & 14. 2013 

Immerse yourself in the natural history of the Sierra Nevada at Calaveras Big Trees State Park.  Join Fulbright 
Scholar and retired NPS Park Ranger Dr. Nancy Muleady-Mecham for this unique opportunity to learn so 

much about this very special place.   
Cost $150 per person.  Please contact the CBTA office for more information. (209)795-3840 

http://www.bigtrees.org

