
NATURAL HISTORY 

DISCOVERY PROGRAM 
Field Studies and Exploration at Calaveras Big Trees State Park 

2012 
 

Here is your chance to immerse yourself in the Natural History of the Sierra 

Nevada at Calaveras Big Trees State Park. 

 

Hikes of two miles, demonstrations, talks, and audio-visual programs will include the topics of 

astronomy; animal adaptations; Sierra geology and weather; the mixed conifer forest, wildflowers; 

birds; Giant Sequoias and fire ecology; people through time; and the history of the National Park 

Service and one Ranger’s story. A special field trip to the largest sugar pine in the world will be 

included. 

Join Fulbright Scholar and retired NPS Park Ranger 

Dr. Nancy Muleady-Mecham  

for this unique opportunity to learn so much about this very special place. 

 

 

Date:    July 13, 14, & 15, 2012 

Location:  Calaveras Big Trees State Park  

Participants:  Maximum number of participants: 20 

Age range of participants: 13 and older 

 

Cost:   $150 per person  

   10% discount for Calaveras Big Trees Association Members 

Included is a 3-day pass to Calaveras Big Trees State Park for the dates of  

the program and a BBQ Saturday night.  

 

 

For more information and to reserve your spot, contact Calaveras Big Trees Association,  

     Calaveras Big Trees Association                 209-795-3840             www.bigtrees.org  

     P.O. Box 1196                                                                         

     Arnold, CA 95223-1196 

http://www.bigtrees.org/


Detailed Information: 

NATURAL HISTORY DISCOVERY PROGRAM 

Field Studies and Exploration at Calaveras Big Trees State Park 

 

Program Leader: Nancy E. Muleady-Mecham, Ph.D. 

Date:  July 13, 14, & 15, 2012 

Location: Calaveras Big Trees State Park, Hwy 4, east of Arnold, CA 

Cost:  $150.  CBTA members receive a 10% discount (you may join at the time of your 

reservation).  Participants pay in full at the time of the reservation.  If they cancel before 30 days 

of the program, they can receive a full refund minus $25. administration  fee.  If they cancel within 

30 days, they receive $75 refunded to them (1/2 the price).   

Participant Information:  

Cameras and binoculars encouraged. Plan on providing your own sack lunch on Saturday, a BBQ is included at 

Jack Knight Hall on Saturday night (Let us know if you want a beef or veggie burger).  You may pay to stay in a 

Calaveras Big Trees reserved campsite or stay locally in a hotel in Arnold or Dorrington.  A 3-day park pass is 

included in the seminar price.   

July is a temperate time at 5000 feet, so dress for warm days and cold nights. Good footwear, sneakers or boots are 

necessary.  Bring a rain jacket just in case.  Bring sun screen and insect repellent as necessary.  A field water bottle 

and any snacks you might need.  The only meal provided is Saturday night so count on bringing a snack lunch on 

Saturday and eat breakfast prior to meeting on Saturday and Sunday.  You may want to bring a small beach chair 

for the evening outdoor astronomy talk. 

There will be a book signing of the Leader’s four books on Saturday night.  If you are interested, bring a 

checkbook or cash to the BBQ.  The books include: Park Ranger, Park Ranger Sequel, Out of Thin Air: A Story of 

Big Trees, and Enduring Giants: The Epic Story of Giant Sequoia and the Big Trees of Calaveras. 

 

Accessibility Information: 

This program is only partially wheelchair accessible. The hearing impaired are welcome but must provide 

any interpreters they may need.  The program is in the field and includes uneasy terrain, so may not be appropriate 

for folks uneasy on their feet.  We will be away from facilities for more than an hour at times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NATURAL HISTORY DISCOVERY PROGRAM 

Field Studies and Exploration at Calaveras Big Trees State Park 

 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3                                      

Date July 13, 2012 July 14, 2012 July 15, 2012  

Meeting Time 7:00 pm (1900) 8:30 am (0830) 8:30 am (0830)  

Meeting Place Jack Knight Hall 

(eat dinner ahead of 

time – on your own) 

 Jack Knight Hall 

 (eat breakfast ahead of 

time – on your own) 

Jack Knight Hall 

 (eat breakfast ahead 

of time – on your 

own) 

 

Destination 1. 

 

 

Audio Visual 

Presentation: 

“Introduction to 

Amateur Astronomy” 

Hike:  “Giant Sequoia 

Ecology” & 

“Introduction to Bird 

Watching” 

Bring binoculars and 

cameras: 2 miles 

possible 

Carpool to The 

Overlook: 

“Sierra Geology and 

Weather”  

 

Bring water and 

cameras 

 

Destination 2.  

 

Car pool to The 

Overlook for a Star 

Talk, “The Night Sky”  

11:30 am (1100) 

Demo: “Animal 

Adaptations” at Jack 

Knight Hall– prepared 

museum specimens, 

hands-on demo  

 

Bring sack lunch & 

water 

10:00 Carpool to Oak 

Hollow: “People 

Through Time – How 

Humanity Came To 

the Sierra.” 

 

Return to Jack Knight 

Hall by noon 

 

 

Destination 3.  

 

 

 After lunch Hike: 

 “Wildflowers” & “The 

Mixed Conifer Forest” – 

hike on the Overlook Trail 

and in the meadow area 

“The Largest Pine” – car 

pool: special Field Trip to 

Dorrington to see the 

largest pine  

5:30pm (1730) 

BBQ Dinner Jack Knight 

Hall, book signing; 

followed by AV programs 

at Beetle Rock: “The 

Natural History of Giant 

Sequoias” and “Park 

Ranger” 

Noon – end of the 

seminar – safe drive 

home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Thank you to the Sequoia 

Natural History Association for 
the design template  

 


